Drive, which included "How to Publicize Results of your AAIN Membership Drive," prepared by John A. Rost, was mailed to all Presidents. Enclosed with the newsletter was a memorandum from the Assistant Executive Director concerning National High Blood Pressure Month, May 1975, and one from the Executive Director cautioning them against changing the name of their association. This may be done only if and when the name of the American Association of I ndustrial Nurses is legally changed.
FEBRUARY 11: A list of 224 new members was prepared by Miss B lake for distribution to ou r publisher, Charles B. Slack, Inc., and Association Service Office, the carrier for our professional liability insurance.
FEBRUARY 13: Bulk supply of February issue of OcCUPATIONAL HEALTH NURSING received in Headquarters office. Journals were mailed to all members on February 7, 1975, from Thorofare, New Jersey.
FINAL NOTE: Registration for Pre-and Post-Conference Continuing Education Program is excellent They are processed and acknowledged immediately by Miss Blake.
• THE FEDERATION OF SPECIALTY NURSI NG ORGANIZATIONS AND ANA
The sixth meeting of the Federation of Specialty Nursing Organizations and ANA was held at the Marriott Motor Hotel, Atlanta, Georgia, January 24 & 25, 1975.
The purpose of this group is to bring representatives of the specialty organizations and ANA together twice each year so that they may be mutually supportive in discussions of issues which face nursing and nurses, and in influencing constructive change in health care.
By definition it is a national organization of which the majority of the voting members are Registered Nurses governed by an elected body with Bylaws defining purposes and functions for improvement of health care and a body of knowledge and skill in a defined area of clinical practice. Each specialty nursing organization and ANA is limited to representation by two members and each organization has one vote. The voting member must be a registered nurse. There are clearly defined guidelines for auditing privi leges and for meetings. Organizations applying for membership in the Federation must submit their application in sufficient time for copies to be sent to all member organizations at least one month prior to the meeting. Applications for membership are the first item of business on the agenda.
The background information is included in this report so that every member wi II better understand the purpose and structure of the Federation. Similar organizations have sprung up in various states and these guidelines may be helpful in making a decision when invited to join. There are no dues in the Federation; we alternate hosting the meeting and each association is responsible for the expenses it incurs.
Each association has the privilege of submitting items for the agenda and must be prepared to speak to them.
At the meeting in Atlanta, certification was discussed in terms of excellence in practice, entrance into practice and competency. As there usually is, when certification is the topic, there was a wide divergence of opinion on the meaning of certification.
The American Association of Nephrology Nurses and Technicians had requested information concerning Continuing Education and each organization presented a summary of their activities. The open discussion which followed left no doubt that Continuing Education is a prime concern of all nurses and that the officers of every association are determined to provide their members with the opportu nities.
The possibility of reciprocal CEU's among the organizations was discussed. It was the consensus that as all associations begin to use the ANA Standards for Continuing Education which were endorsed in principle by Federation members in January 1973, that this could and would become a reality.
The American Association of Nurse Anesthetists had petitioned HEW. for continued recognition as the accrediting agency for schools of nurse anesthesia. This has been challenged by the physicians. After long discussion the majority of the members felt strongly that nursing should accredit nursing and agreed in principle to support the nurse anesthetists in their petition.
A letter was sent to Dr. John Proffitt, Director, Accreditation and Institution Eligibility Staff, Office of Education, U.S. Dept. HEW., in support of the nurse anesthetists.
Members expressed concern regarding the confusion which exists today in nursing titles and the frustration which exists due to lack of common nursing terminology was also discussed. There is a glossary of nursing terms available from ANA.
The next meeting of the Federation will be held in Chicago on June 20th and 21st. Host organization will be the American Association of Nurse Anesthetists. The majority of the representatives present continued to feel the Federation offers an opportunity to present problems, exchange ideas and discuss vital issues which plague nursing. Meaningful dialogue does continue. We have re-examined our goals and we all expressed personal positive feelings that the Federation is now and continues to be usefu I to nursing.
